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A Word from the Editor. 
 
We hope you had a lovely summer and 

enjoyed the spells of hot weather, 
hopefully by the time this reaches you 
we will have had some much-needed 

rain. The fields and lawns have all become a rather depressing shade of 
brown. 

We have had some changes in the council since our last newsletter, with 
Councillors Helen and Graham and Clerk Jane Cooke deciding to leave. 
We thank them for their involvement in the Council and wish them well 

in the future. 
This means we currently have vacancies for two Councillors and a Clerk. 

Please contact any of the Councillors if you wish to have more 
information on the roles and expectations of the positions.  
As it says on our new banner, you may have noticed on the Church Hall 

carpark gates, it’s ‘working for your community’. The Parish Council is 
important to the village and ensures community events such as the coffee 

morning, chair exercise class, Remembrance service etc. continue to run, 
the Church Hall is maintained, contact with other agencies such as 
Cheshire West and Chester Council to ensure effective delivery of 

services  
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Sadly Pickmere continued to 
cause problems in the local 
area, with large numbers of 

visitors over the hot spells 
and the resulting problems of 

litter, parking issues and anti-
social behaviour.  
Pickmere Council decided to 

take the decision to remove 
the grassed area to deter the 

large numbers of visitors.  
 
Thank you to the people who 

have turned out day after day 
to control the litter, report the 

incidents and the emergency 
services who have had to deal with incidents and behaviour. 
 

Northwich Police INCIDENT UPDATE - PICKMERE LAKE  
Today at approx. half two this afternoon we had a report to 101 in regards 

youths causing issues and using cannisters outside Spar in Wincham. 
PCSO Hambleton (Shakerley) and PCSO Robertson (Davenham and 
Moulton) were dispatched and attended Spar to gain identification of the 

youths by use of CCTV.  
As the youths were not seen in the surrounding area, PCSO Hambleton 

and PCSO Robertson conducted patrols on Pickmere Lake. 
Along with speaking to people in the area, who 
had disposable BBQ's (due to recent issues), they 

found the youths in question.  
They were spoken to about the issues that were 

raised in the reports. Whilst speaking to them, it 
was noticed that they had alcohol on them. And 
with one member of the group stating he was 17 

and no one within the group being able to provide 
identification, their alcohol was seized, together 

https://www.facebook.com/PoliceNorthwich?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW7LQh_ViJYTKfQDpvEVCTKDmfWZ6RhxkuAwkb2jPQ0WlAxLmOOJelxBd7omdPiNCNDTpyqKqa6GzMi7jgEgu_uVaCjBsz5g8LZWw4xsN0ddxh4pofu7Wdf6FF_xp4kuOz9en96-pO8B9QqQU80jdtLQ8SYTHgGfN6qWpVJI-M7H9IHEJVxXqnJaYoeOfMw0XYPm7l0K606ej8xfNzop8NHU5-YuhwUIBlAxBk8omZx_w&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R


 
Page 4                                                        Sept 25 

with details. A large gas canister was also recovered whilst on patrol  

TWO men were arrested in connection with an incident in which a 
swimmer was struck by an inflatable motorboat. Cheshire Police attended 
Pickmere Lake, between Knutsford and Northwich, after 6pm on 

Wednesday, July 16. A police spokesperson said a swimmer was struck 
by inflatable motorboat which did not stop at the scene. The 47-year-old 

man, from Northwich, had arm injuries for which he was in Leighton 
Hospital. The investigation into the identity of the boat's driver is said to 
be ongoing at this time but a 29-year-old man and a 47-year-old man, 

from Warrington, were arrested on suspicion of assisting an offender.  

Marbury Councillors  

Solar Farm Appeal Upheld We’re deeply disappointed by this decision. 

Over 200 HGVs/day for 5 years on unsuitable roads and over vulnerable 
bridges is a real threat to safety, congestion, and air quality in Northwich. 
This isn’t anti-renewables—it’s about protecting our communities.                             

Devolution                                                                                                                         
Cheshire will now elect its first mayor in 2027, after the government accepted 
a request from the county. Leaders in Cheshire and Warrington had asked for 
their first mayoral vote to be delayed by a year from the initially proposed date 
of May 2026. The government has confirmed Cheshire and Warrington, along 
with five other areas, will move forward with devolution and it had "agreed to 
align" elections with most of the county's local elections in 2027.  Leaders in the 
area previously said the delay would allow Cheshire "more time to put in place 
the right foundations". 

Cheshire West & Chester Councillor, Lynn 

Gibbon (Marbury), lodged a formal 
complaint with the Chief Executive of the 

Council on Monday 4th August 2025 over its 
prolonged failure to address serious health 
and safety hazards in Northwich town centre. 

https://www.facebook.com/MarburyCllrs?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXJzG4Kg6PNLcM4yQUU8_hWe7Vx21NY1CZd8UdWREwCEJZuNCZWMREBEaCV55ksojO5NPHtVkBFitcfgpLD__WobppfNkxrAtiBrPhPDqczvqwVeBlpowHJGKsauJsT-Rf6p-QWz8XuN3z0P4UpKiqE2H6vM0Sv49MybOTwFNAdkxK31yM1M1X_YDBQNfX1hUhFiWhxzSy34_fuU-OzVRFWpLOnjbBrD5UrhKmtKkxkIw&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R
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Marston resident Jackie Rathbone recently visited Lion Salt Works and 
was delighted to see her grandfather commemorated there. Lovely to see 
the connection over the years 

 
Went up to 

LSW for a 
wander and 
was so 

pleased to 
see this. All 

about my 
lovely 
Grandad 

Albert. Born 
in Cross 

Street in 
1904 where 
his parents 

came from. 
A true 

Marstoner!! 
Worked at 
the Salt 

Works from 
being 14 

years of age. 
Worked on 
the pans, 

Bluebell Pan 
(Pan 4) next 

to the bridge all his life until retirement at 65. He has a plaque in his name 
in the museum. These are excerpts from the story of his working life he 
told to my late father in the last weeks of his life. For anyone visiting 

LSW please go into the old office and read Albert's story. A true gent if 
ever there was one and a villager born and bred. 
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 Also, thanks to Jackie for confirming the location of this old photo. 

‘Neumann's flash, or as my Mum would say "the old hole" as it was 

known to Marstoners many years ago when the road to town collapsed.’ 

Autumn Litter Pick. 

Please join us to help clear the 
road sides and verges of Marston 
Village of discarded litter and 

debris on Saturday 27th 
September 2025 at 2pm. We will 

be meeting at the Church Hall on 
Ollershaw Lane and have 
purchased new litter grabs to 

ensure enough for everyone. 

Wounds, Bleeding and Choaking 1st aid training. 

Following the very informative and interesting Defibrator and 

resuscitation training session led by Councillor Simon Tate, Simon is 
offering to arrange a further training day to cover wounds, bleeding and 

choaking. These are important skills to be aware of as they could just save 

a life. Please let Simon or any Councillor know if you are interested. 
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The Annual Front Gardens Competition 2025, as always was difficult 
to judge and short list from the variety of incredible gardens to choose 
from. Thank you to everyone who helped to judge and the gardeners who 

make it such a challenging decision. 
1st Jan and Dave Wilks, Juniper close. 

2nd Gill Clarke, Fernlea Road, 
3rd Tim and Jackie Rathbone, The Avenue 
Mr and Mrs Evans, Highly Commended, Juniper Close 

Mr and Mrs Elliot, Highly Commended. Marston Lane 
Mr Peter Longton, Highly Commended, Marston Lane. 

 
 
 
 
 
1st place Mr and Mrs 
Wilks 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Receiving the trophy 
from Councillors 
Simon, Phil and 
Amanda (behind the 
camera) 
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2nd place Gill Clarke 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
3rd place Mr and Mrs 
Rathbone  
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Highly Commended 
Winners  
 
Mr and Mrs Evans 
 
 
 

 

 

Mr and Mrs Elliot 

 

 

Mr Peter Longton 
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September gardening tips. 

Late summer progresses into autumn                                                                 

September is generally a cooler, gustier month than August and the days 
are noticeably shorter. This time of the year, if you have a fruit or 

vegetable patch, you'll be busy reaping the rewards of harvest. It's also 
time to get out and start planting spring-flowering bulbs for next year and 

you can collect seeds for next summer's colour too. Make the most of the 
remaining warmth while you can! 

Divide herbaceous perennials 

Pick autumn raspberries 
Collect and sow seed from perennials and 
hardy annuals 

Dig up remaining potatoes before slug 
damage spoils them 

Net ponds before leaf fall gets underway 
Keep up with watering of new plants, using rain or grey water if possible 
Start to reduce the frequency of houseplant watering 

Clean out cold frames and greenhouses so that they are ready for use in 
the autumn 

Cover leafy vegetable crops with bird-proof netting 
Plant spring flowering bulbs 
Looking After your lawn. 

Grass growth should start to slow down towards the end of September 
Create a new lawn from turf or seed — autumn weather is favourable for 
good lawn establishment.                                                                                                                                                          

Raise the height of your mower blades as grass growth slows down.                                 
Carry out essential lawn maintenance to avoid waterlogging and 

compaction. Aerate your lawn with a garden fork, removing thatch from 
the surface with a rake and repairing dead patches. Use a specialist 
lawn scarifier if you have a large area to cover.                                                      

Apply a special lawn top-dressing after carrying out maintenance work. 
Follow the instructions on the packet carefully.                                                            

Feed your lawn with an autumn fertiliser which is rich in potassium and 

low in nitrogen. 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=363
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/grow-your-own/fruit/raspberries
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=675
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=675
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=716
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=716
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=447
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=313
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=290
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=731
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=731
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=207
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=95
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/p/doff-hardwearing-lawn-seed/ka8746TM
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/p/cobra-electric-scarifier-aerator-2-in-1/T63008TM
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/p/prokleen-autumn-lawn-feed-fertiliser/282179TM
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Please Join us on 16th September 2025 for 

MacMillan Coffee Morning 

10am – 12 noon 

Marston Church Hall 

Ollershaw Lane 

We will have stalls selling hand made cards and goods, 

raffle and mystery quiz along with the usual 

refreshments and of course cake! 
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A 22MW solar farm is planned for 

the site in Northwich                         

Hundreds more lorries could be 

travelling on residential and rural 

streets in Cheshire as part of a 

scheme to build a new solar farm.                    
Developer Infinis plans to use 
construction industry waste to fill in lime pits on the site near Northwich, 

then build the green energy scheme on the levelled land.                                                                                                                         
More than 100 lorries a day could come and go from the site, at 

Wallerscote, Infinis said the issues been raised previously, and had been 
considered again before the project was given approval on appeal.                            
The site, off Winnington Road, is 56 hectares and was previously used to 

store waste from nearby chemical manufacturing sites.  Filling in the beds 
and then constructing the scheme could take up to five years.             The 

scheme was originally refused planning permission by Cheshire West and 
Chester Council in 2024. The council's reason for refusal was around the 
movement of HGVs and said that the proposal "had not satisfactorily 

demonstrated that the additional traffic could be safely and satisfactorily 
accommodated within the highway network, or that satisfactorily 

arrangements could be made to accommodate this additional traffic". 
Overturning the decision, the planning inspectorate found the impact of 
the scheme "would not create a significant effect on the highway 

network”. Under the plans, half of the traffic would travel away from the 
site via the Winnington Bridge, a grade-II listed swing bridge, and the 

remainder would go through 
Northwich town centre. There are 
concerns about the impact of the 

Winnington Bridge, which is more 
than 100 years old. Arthur Neil, a 

Labour councillor on Cheshire West 
and Chester Council, said 200 lorry 
trips a day "may not sound a lot to 

the inspector, but if you live here on these narrow roads and with poor 
infrastructure, then it is a lot". This may bring increased traffic to our 

area. 
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The Chair Exercise Class 10am on Wednesdays,  
Please join us for fun exercise which can be done by all ages and abilities. 
£5 per class. 

. 
Quiz Answers 

1. Two years 2. Brazil 3. Arabica 4. Starbucks 5. Children 6. George 

Clooney 7. Caffeine 8. Two 9. Vanilla 10.  Italy 

Tie breaker 70 beans 

 
 
Marston Parish Council cannot be held responsible for any errors, misprints or 
opinions stated in this publication. The views expressed by the contributors are 
their own and not necessarily the views of the editor . 
Your Contributions and ideas are welcomed! Please send to the editor or any 

one of the councillors or even give us a ring. 
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Useful Contacts. 

Parish Councillors 
Marion 
Potts 

CHAIR 
07842894733 

 
marion.potts@marstonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Amanda 
Nixon 

VICE CHAIR 
07786135375 

 
amanda.nixon@marstonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 
Phil Carter 

 
07879843900 

 
phil.carter@marstonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

David 
Wallace 

 
07903158771 

 
david.wallace@marstonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 
Vacancy 

  
 

Simon  
Tate 

 
07714801316 

 
simon.tate@marstonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 
Vacancy 

 
 

 
 

 CLERK 
 

 
clerk@marstonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

Marbury Ward Councillors 

 
Lynn Gibbon 

 
07581226814 

lynn.gibbon@cheshirewestand 
chester.gov.uk 

 
Norman Wright 

 
01606 74788 

norman.wright@cheshirewestand 
chester.gov.uk 

 
Phil Marshall 

 
07917171438 

phil.marshall@cheshirewestand  
cheshire.gov.uk 

 

The Church Hall on Ollershaw Lane is a great place for parties, band 
practice or events and activities. To hire contact Angie. 
Hall costs just £10 per hour to hire. 

 

Angie Kemmett 07977920445 
 

 

mailto:lynn.gibbon@cheshirewestand%20chester
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