Marston
Murmutrs

The Newsletter of Your Marston Parish Council February 2025

A very wintery Higher Marston
Taken by Alison Hamlin Hughes (aka The Marbury Lady)
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A word from the editor

The New Year has certainly come in
with a very seasonal cold spell after a
mild Christmas. We hope you have all
managed to keep warm and been safe
in your travels in the snow.

The countryside has been picturesque and we have seen some lovely
photos on social media and sent to us. It has been delightful to see the
snowmen built and children sledging, reminding me, at certain age, of
childhood pursuits. Very tempted to ask for a go on the sledges, but |
know I wouldn’t be able to make a dignified exit at the bottom!

The spring bulbs are showing their green shoots and will soon be
heralding the spring season now, not so far away.

Christmas Coffee Morning

We enjoyed a festive coffee morning on our last coffee morning of 2024,
entertained by The Misfits and supporting elves, bringing us carols, songs
and good cheer. We would like to thank everyone for coming and the
Misfits for their excellent entertainment.

Coffee Mornings are 10am on Tuesdays at the Church Hall and everyone
is welcome. There is no set charge but a donation towards costs is
appreciated.
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Green Bin Subscription

subscriptions 2025

Subscribe now to receive all your
2025 garden waste collections.

It's quick We will collect your garden waste
and easy to fortnightly from 24 February
§ subscribe to 28 November for £52.50 per bin.

WY Cheshire West i@ Cheshire West
™ Recycling & and Chester

The online subscription service will be open on Monday 6 January 2025.
Garden waste collection is an opt-in chargeable service costing £52.50 per
bin per calendar year regardless of when you subscribe during the year.
This charge is not included or added to your council tax bill. Residents
have a choice to use the service or make alternative arrangements such as
composting at home or taking their waste to the nearest recycling centre.
If you are in receipt of full council tax reduction at the point of applying
for your annual permit, you are entitled to a £10 reduction on the cost of
one garden waste bin permit.

The service will provide fortnightly collections over 40 weeks of the year
with a suspension outside of growing season of 12 weeks (December to
February). Garden waste bins will not be emptied without a valid
subscription and displayed permit. Collections in 2025 will take place
between Monday 24 February 2025 and Friday 28 November 2025.
Please check your collection calendar to confirm when your garden waste
is collected.

We will make every effort for garden waste collections to be on the same
day as household recycling collections. However, please note that this
cannot be guaranteed. Garden waste collections may be any day of the
week, Monday to Friday.
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Northwich Information Centre is now closed!

If you need to speak to the Council, their new location is:
“Memorial Court (Brio Leisure Centre)

1 Chester Way, Northwich, CW9 5QJ

©0pening Hours:

* Tuesday and Thursday: 9am - 1pm

» Monday, Wednesday and Friday: 3pm - 5pm

You can go there to sort things like:

* Council Tax

* Housing Benefit

* Blue Badge

* Concessionary Travel

* Green Bin Subscription

* Proof of Life

If you can’t make it in person, you can still call them on 0300 123 8123

(Monday to Friday,

Higher Marston Playground
Marston Parish Council are
working with Cheshire West and
Chester Council into looking at
ways we can improve and
preserve the valuable green space
and play area.

Residents are asked to be mindful
of the damage vehicles can do to
the grassed area and to refrain
from parking vehicles on the
Playground and not to allow dogs to foul the area.

Also, residents with unauthorised items beyond their property boundary
are asked to remove them or the Council may take steps to enforce
removal.

Children in Marston deserve to have a safe and respected area in which to
run and play safely and we hope you will work with us to achieve this for
the children now and in the future.
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Weight restriction on Ollershaw Lane

Having had complaints from residents about the number of massive
HGVs using Ollershaw Lane to get from Marston Lane to Northwich, the
PC organised a meeting with representatives from CWaC highways, the
police and Wincham PC and including Lynn Gibbon (ward councillor and
CWacC councillor) who is helping us with this.

The concerns of the residents were put forward:

The HGVs travelling on Ollershaw Lane are using it purely as a shortcut.
Ollershaw Lane is totally unsuitable for these massive HGVs, which use
it daily., as it is only just wide enough for two passing lorries.

It has very old terraced houses near the roadside, and their windows
vibrate as lorries pass.

It has essential parking outside these properties, which narrow the road to
a single lane.

There is a hump back bridge over the canal, which is single file.

There are only narrow pavements on one side of the road and the side
varies.

There is further danger at the crossroads at the top of Ollershaw Lane,
where these lorries have to cross to the far side of A559 to negotiate the
left turn onto Marston Lane.

It is dangerous walking on the pavements as the lorries pass and
impossible to walk along safely with children.

At the meeting it was agreed that CWaC would look at recent survey data
to note the volume of HGVs using the Lane, ascertain the state of the
bridge and look at signage at the top of the lane.

A concerned resident has also offered to count lorries on one day and take
photos.

There is to be a second meeting to discuss the findings.
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Quiz Time. Let’s start with..... Creatures.

A “scut” is the name of the tail of which two very similar animals?
If a creature is “arboreal”, where does it live? ARTIC, or
DESERT, or TREES, or WATER

Beginning with the letter “S”, what is the name given to a group
of bears?

Which is the only sea creature to be able to turn its stomach inside
out? CUTTLE FISH, or OCTOPUS, or STAR FISH

In the Children’s TV show “Magic Roundabout”, which animals
were the characters “Dougal” and “Ermintrude” respectively?
Yes or No. An “American Bull Frog” CAN jump more than seven
feet in a single leap?

Children’s TV series “Animal Magic” featured presenter Johnny
Morris interacting with animals in which Zoo? BRISTOL, or
CHESTER, or LONDON, or WHIPSNADE.

All breeds of dog are descended from which animal?

Anagrams!

In which film did James Bond TESTY HIGHLAND VIGIL?
Which TV presenter might STASH NOON JAR?

Which former U.S. president is possibly MY METRIC JAR?
Which European city produces REAL BACON?

Which racing driver could be HILLIEST WOMAN?

Trivia

What is the name given to those who study natural phenomena
involving the action of ice?

What was the surname of the Virginian Mountain family featured
in an American TV series between 1972 and 1981 that included
the children “John-Boy”, “Erin”, “Jason”, “Ben”, and “Mary
Ellen?

In which year were “David & Victoria Beckham” married?

What two-word informal term is given to something of very little
or no value? (5-8)

In textspeak, what does the acronym FOMO stand for?
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Gardening jobs for February.

There’s plenty to keep you busy and your mind off the unpredictable

weather, even if you’re just outside to watch the first bulbs appear.
Jobs in the home and garden during February

Feed

Due to the longer days, houseplants may start growing again. You can

begin feeding them again but use a dilute 50% fertiliser mix until the

growth is well established.

Fertilise

Mid-to-late February is the time to fertilise shrubs and evergreens with

fish, blood and bone.

Plant

Sow seeds such as antirrhinums, geraniums and parsley in pots on

windowsills to get some early growth started

Plant evergreens like ivy and laurel. It’s also the last chance to trim

established ivy

Strawberries can be planted as soon as they become available

Plant summer flowering bulbs

Sow sweet peas. Antirrhinums and chili seeds on your windowsill
Other things to remember include

The vegetable garden should get its first tilling, subject to the weather

Aerate and rake lawns

Book your lawnmower in for a service ahead of what could be a busy

spring

Remove dead or dried leaves from houseplants

Get prepared for your busy period by cleaning and repairing equipment

Oil and sharpen tools

Sweep paths and treat with a moss killer if needed

As a last note, during February the wildlife really

starts to stir again from the cold dormant winter §

months. Birds are getting ready for spring and

defend their territory so the feeding tables will

remain very busy and it’s important to keep them

stocked up.
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Mary Berry’s Orange Wholemeal Cake

Ingredients

Cake

175¢g soft margarine
1759 caster

sugar

3 eggs, well

beaten

175g wholewheat
flour

1 level tsp baking powder
Grated rind one orange

Filling and topping

75g butter

225¢ sieved icing sugar

3 tablespoons + orange juice

Mary Berry described it as ‘A cake which uses wholewheat flour and is
absolutely delicious’. And it is!

Method

Grease and line the bottom of two 7" (18cm) sandwich tins.

Preheat the oven to 180C/350F/Gas 4.

Measure all the cake ingredients into a mixing bow! and beat well for
about two minutes (A good Mary Berry tip is to take care not to over mix
— stop as soon as the mixture is smooth and well blended. The finished
mixture should be of a soft ‘dropping’ consistency which will fall off the
spoon easily.)

Divide the mixture evenly between two tins and bake at 180C/350F/Gas 4
for about 20 minutes...

Turn the sponges out onto a wire rack. When they are cool sandwich the
two layers with half the icing mixture (all the ingredients well mixed
together) and spread the second half on top, swirling the icing with your
knife or making pretty patterns with a fork!
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Great Budworth School News

What a start to 2025! We are glad to say that
school stayed open throughout the bad
weather at the start of January & the
children enjoyed some fun activities, i 4.
including Forest school, in the snow and lots of hot chocolate treats We
are grateful to our caretaker Mr John Bulfin for his hard work and early
starts, making sure both Great Budworth & Antrobus St Marks were able
to open & clearing paths and car parks to keep us all safe.

Swimming was delayed for a week but Years 5 & 6 are enjoying their
visits to Brio Leisure Centre. We have welcomed eight new pupils to
school and our Reception 2025 places are nearly full. Four of our children
will become ‘Junior Librarians’ this month when they complete a special
training event in Chester, organised by CWACC Education Library
Service.

We will be celebrating Chinese New Year at the end of January & raising
funds for the NSPCC. Number Day in February. Year 3 pupils will also
be taking part in the Northwich Dance Festival, arranged by the
Northwich Education Partnership for all local primary schools, which is a
lovely way to finish the half term on 14th February.

Looking ahead, the year 6 children start preparing for their SATs exams
in May, with a free after school booster club. We are also excited about
our Spring/Summer residentials, with trips to Pettypool and the
Kingswood Colomendy centre, at the foot of Moel Fammau, North
Wales.

Our next Open afternoon is in Wednesday 23rd April 2025 from 1.30pm
until 3.00pm. Every day is an Open day so please contact us if you would
like to arrange a visit for your child.

Finally, we would like to thank our fantastic FOTS team for their
fundraising efforts in the run up to Christmas which have raised over
£2700 to support our children’s education. They are starting the New
Year with our ever popular 100 club which runs from February. For just
£1 a month, payable in one £12 donation, you could win one of two cash
prizes every month. If you would like to take part, please email the school
office, admin@qgreatbudworth.cheshire.sch.uk & we will send you a
membership form.
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Not a normal event in Marston — thankfully.

Armed police officers descended on
Northwich on Wednesday (January
15). It came after emergency
services received reports of a man
possibly being armed with a weapon
during an altercation between two
boaters on the Trent and Mersey
Canal.

At 2.50pm on Wednesday 15 January armed police were sent to the scene
in the Lostock Gralam area. Local officers, supported by the firearms unit
and the police helicopter, were deployed to scene and a man was
subsequently arrested in Marston.

The 25-year-old man from Winsford was arrested on suspicion of
possession of a firearm with intent to cause fear of violence.

Inspector Paul Heatley, of Northwich Local Policing Unit, said: “We
would like to reassure residents that this is an isolated incident and there
is no risk to the general public.

“There were no reports of any injuries during the incident one man is
currently in custody at this time where he is assisting us with our enquires
“Anyone with any concerns is urged to speak to an officer.”

Anyone with any information in relation to the incident is asked to contact
Cheshire Police on 101, or visit www.cheshire.police.uk/tell-us, quoting IML
2005977.

Beware of fake BT calls

Phone scammers impersonating BT are exploiting upcoming changes to
the landline phone network to con customers into giving them their
payment details.

The cold callers may know your name and address in an attempt to
convince you to trust them
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https://www.cheshire-live.co.uk/all-about/winsford
https://www.cheshire-live.co.uk/all-about/northwich

We have received many lovely photos of the wintery weather, here are a
selection.

Thanks to Alison Hamlin Hughes, Dawn Carter, Gary Hedges and Marion
Potts
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The Chair Exercise Class is at 10am on Wednesdays at the Church Hall,
Please join us for fun exercise which can be done by all ages and abilities.
£5 per class.

Marston Parish Council cannot be held responsible for any errors, misprints or
opinions stated in this publication. The views expressed by the contributors are
their own and not necessarily the views of the editor .

Your Contributions and ideas are welcomed! Please send to the editor or any

one of the councillors or even give us a ring.

Answers: 1, Hare, rabbit 2, In tress 3, Sleuth 4, Star fish 5,Dog,Cow 6,Yes
7, Bristol 8, The Wolf 9, The Living Daylights, 10, Jonathon Ross 11,
Jimmy Carter 12, Barcelona 13, Lewis Hamilton 14, Glaciologists 15,
The Waltons 16 1999 17, Brass Farthing 18, Fear of Missing Out.

01606 837040 » *SIGNS

design and print

| WE CAN MEET ALL YOUR DESIGN, PRINT, SIGN AND PROMOTIONAL PRODUCT NEEDS

www.williamsdesignandprint.co.uk
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Useful Contacts.

Parish Councillors

Marion CHAIR

Potts 07842894733 | marion.potts@ marstonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Amanda VICE CHAIR

Nixon 07786135375 | amanda.nixon@ marstonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Phil Carter | 07879843900 | phil.carter@ marstonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Dave

Collier 07901810558 | dave.collier@ marstonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Angela

Johnson 07729910045 | angela.johnson@marstonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Simon

Tate 07714801316 | simon.tate@marstonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Helen

Duncan 07825910445 | helen.duncan@marstonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Gary CLERK info@marstonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Hedges clerk@marstonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Marbury Ward Councillors

lynn.gibbon@cheshirewestand

Lynn Gibbon 07581226814 chester.gov.uk
norman.wright@cheshirewestand

Norman Wright | 01606 74788 chester.gov.uk
phil.marshall@cheshirewestand

Phil Marshall 07917171438 cheshire.gov.uk

The Church Hall on Ollershaw Lane is a great place for parties, band
practice or events and activities. To hire contact Angie or Angela. Hall
costs just £10 per hour to hire.

Angie Kemmett

07977920445

Angela Johnson

07729910045
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Tuesday Week B

Cheshire West & Chester Council
Recycllng and waste collection dates

B

Your collectlon day is a Tuesday

Please refer to the calendar below for your 2025 collection dates.

Please place out your Please place out your . If your collection day
recycling containers household waste container is changing, it will be
and food waste bin and food waste bin indicated with a red

er 2024 January 2025

ece
ES TUES [UESY TUES ES TUE\ TUESH| TUuEs [NTUES
10 [N 24 14 21 28

February 2025 March 2025

TUES TUES TLE.; TUES TUES [BTUESH TUES [TUES
4 L 18 25

April 2025 May 2025
TUES PIUESY TUES [FIUESY TUES TUES TUES TUES TUES

1 8 15 [ 22| 29 6 13 20 27

June 2025 July 2025

JUESH TUES PRIUESH TUES TUESH TUES PTUESY TUES PTUES
3 10 17 24 1 8 15 | 22 | 29

August 2025 September 2025

TUES PIUESH] TUES PIUES TUES PIUES| TUES FIUES| TUES
5 12 19 26 2 9 16 | 25 | 30

October 2025 November 2025
TUES TUES TUES TUES TUES TUES TUES TUES
7 14 21 28 4 n 18 25

Visit: cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/your-bin

Scan the QR code - _
for more information W Cheshire Wes 1= Cheshire West
@ and Chester
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