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Marston 
Murmurs  

 
The Newsletter of Your Marston Parish Council Dec 2024/Jan 2025 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Marston Parish Council 

Would like to wish everyone a 

Merry Christmas 

And  

Happy New Year 
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A word from the Editor. 

Firstly, I would like to wish everyone 
the best for the coming festive season. 

It is not always an easy time for all, 
many have lost loved ones this year or 

suffered other hardships, but I hope 

there is some cheer for everyone. 

The Parish Council are looking forward to the New Year as a full council 
with the new Clerk Gary and new Councillors Simon and Helen bringing 

new ideas and enthusiasm to add to the dedicated work from our long-

standing Councillors, Amanda, Phil, Angela and Dave.  

Parish Councillors are not paid and work for your community in many 

ways, please help us continue to improve things around the village. 

Remembrance Sunday 10th 

November 2024 was attended by over 

30 people and children and as always 
it was a pleasure to see so many 
paying their respects. We would like to 

say our thanks to the people who help 
us bring the service together. Rev. 

Geoff Buchan for prayers, Tony Hayes 
for support and sound system, Andy 
Drinkwater for the kind donation of 

candles, which make such a poignant end to the service and display after 
dark, Four Lanes Garage for evergreen hedging and everyone who helps 

put up and take down the arch or helps in some way with Remembrance. 

We apologise to those who found it 

difficult to hear the service, we will 
endeavour to improve this next year, 

although there is little we can do 

about the road noise! 

  



 
Page 3                                                        Dec 24/ Jan 25 

 

 

Jan Woestenburg and Ynske Heeringa from 
the Netherlands visited Marston earlier this 

year, pictured with Phil Carter at the War 

Memorial.  

Jan and Ynske have kindly sponsored the 
Marston Lads website, which tells the story 

of each WW1 life lost on our memorial. It is 
a very moving website and brings home how 

Marston was devastated by the war. 

 
 

Operation Sceptre, was a 
week-long campaign tackling 

knife crime until Sunday, 
November 17.                                                                                    

During that week WEAVER and 
CUDDINGTON beat team have 
arranged activities including 

engagement and education to 
reassure young people they are 

safer not carrying knives, and to 

walk away from harm.   

Marston 
Parish Council surrendered unused knives from 

the Church Hall 

If you would like any collected from your 

address, please email PCSO Diana Wiggins to 
arrange. 

Diana.wiggins@cheshire.police.uk  
 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/johan.degreyze?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXxCdqQJsAZ2uyDvDedQJGrvrPZPk7rILGHOHza21AfXrd6-3O8LQHZHzfY7i38s_hOkYyWLiF5CaRi9R_72WCByo3O6LXMilGC61-uF4Oe0sxT9c70MmfNclt7cZj98n5Z2ziFXZsxES1EEaNiMZPzBIiR2VJZrc5C33IbUwNrTg&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/ynske.heeringa?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXxCdqQJsAZ2uyDvDedQJGrvrPZPk7rILGHOHza21AfXrd6-3O8LQHZHzfY7i38s_hOkYyWLiF5CaRi9R_72WCByo3O6LXMilGC61-uF4Oe0sxT9c70MmfNclt7cZj98n5Z2ziFXZsxES1EEaNiMZPzBIiR2VJZrc5C33IbUwNrTg&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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Bogus Winter Fuel Payment ads 

Scammers are promoting bogus 'Winter Fuel Payments' that don't exist. 
‘Which’ have uncovered seven adverts on Facebook and Instagram that 

claim people of a certain age can receive a 'winter fuel payment' of £500 
or £575 per person.  

If you're eligible for the legitimate winter fuel payment from the 
government, you’ll have received a letter in October or November saying 
how much your payment will be.  

If you produce garden waste during winter, you can take it to your local 
household waste recycling centre for composting. Alternatively, you can 

pile it up in a sheltered place in your garden, and then place it into your 
garden waste bin once the 2025 service starts again, taking care to check 

for wildlife that may have moved in to escape the colder winter months. 

CWAC will send you another email in December to let you know how to 
renew your garden waste subscription for 2025. The service starts again 

on 24 February 2025. 

Don’t forget to recycle your food waste using the Council’s convenient 

weekly collection service. We only accept food waste when placed in the 
special brown food caddy. It must not be placed in the garden bin, or 
general rubbish bin. Food waste is collected every week on the same day 

as your other containers. 

To find out more about Cheshire West Waste and Recycling Services or 

order a food caddy if you do not have one, visit: Your bin collection | 

Cheshire West and Chester Council  

Please do not dump your waste 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk%2Fresidents%2Fwaste-and-recycling%2Fyour-bin-collection%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01000193308fc404-826f251b-bc06-499d-8d2a-62007f6c99cf-000000/anup7npe1AIzg0iVL8brwJbsrfRN2Xt2oSAD_QjpFq4=379
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk%2Fresidents%2Fwaste-and-recycling%2Fyour-bin-collection%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01000193308fc404-826f251b-bc06-499d-8d2a-62007f6c99cf-000000/anup7npe1AIzg0iVL8brwJbsrfRN2Xt2oSAD_QjpFq4=379
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The mobile library will visit the 

locations below in the weeks 

beginning:, 16 December, 6 January 

2025, 27 January, 17 February, 10 

March and 31 March. 

A massive thank you to The Salt 
Barge Inn. Following the successful 

Bonfire and Fireworks evening, they 
have generously donated half the 

ticket sales profits to Marston Parish 
Council. 

This money will be spent to benefit the 

community and village. 

We will welcome suggestions on how you would like to see the village 

improved or benefits for the community. 
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Please join us on Tuesday 17th December 2024 

for our Christmas Coffee Morning. 

We will have mince pies and Christmas fun  

10am – 12 noon 

 
 
 

 

Great Budworth Church Christmas message. 

Dear friends 

I don't know if you have ever missed 

the boat? Have you ever got so 

wrapped up in things that you have 

missed out on something amazing? 

We live in a very busy, fast paced 

world. We are encouraged that 

whatever we are planning we need to 

hurry up. This time of year life gets 

busier and sometimes we forget what it is all about.                                                 

Take the year 1809. The international scene was tumultuous. Napoleon 

was sweeping through Austria; blood was flowing freely. Nobody then 
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cared about babies, but the world was overlooking some terribly 

significant births – William Gladstone, Alfred Tennyson, Charles Darwin 

and Abraham Lincoln.                                                                                   

Similarly, everyone thought taxation was the big news when Jesus was 

born but a young Jewish woman cradled the biggest news of all.                            

As we approach December 25th again, it gives us another opportunity to 

pause, and consider again the events of Christmas and the person whose 

birth we celebrate. There is someone who missed the boat on the first 

Christmas. In those days, Caesar Augustus decreed that all the world (or 

the known Roman Empire) should be taxed. At this point, Mary and 

Joseph began the trip to Bethlehem. They had to go to Bethlehem because 

that was where Joseph came from. They had to go home to pay the tax. So 

they arrived in Bethlehem, with the baby about ready to be born. Can you 

imagine the timing of this? You have the town of Bethlehem that is now 

crowded with people. Everyone is hustling and bustling, trying to get their 

taxes paid. Visiting families. In fact, by the time that Mary and Joseph 

arrive, there is no room in the inn. And this is where we meet the person 

who missed the boat - the innkeeper. The Bible doesn’t tell us anything 

about him at all. All we know is that there was no room in the inn. Mary 

and Joseph were relegated to the stable, to live among the camels, 

donkeys, horses, and their feeding troughs. They would have used their 

own robes and extra blankets to shield themselves from the cold. But let’s 

get back to the innkeeper. Can we really fault him? I mean, it wasn’t his 

fault that there was no room—he was just a business man. He did allow 

them to stay in the stable. And he never knew the significance of the baby 

inside Mary, how he wasn’t just another baby, but the actual son of God. 

The innkeeper was so close to the truth, yet so far away. Over 2000 years 

ago, a baby was born who changed the world. He was the perfect 

embodiment of love, both fully God and man, and he came that one night, 

born in a manger, because there was no room for him in the inn. So this 

Christmas remember the innkeeper. He missed Christmas in the hustle 
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and bustle of what was going on - let's not make the same mistake. There 

is an unattributed poem about the inn keeper; it says                                                   

“And how were men to know?                                                                                                         

There was a sign they say a heavenly light                                                                                      

Resplendent, but I had no time for stars.” 

This Christmas make time for stars.                                                                                                      

Wishing you all a peaceful and blessed Christmas 

from all @ St Mary`s Christina 

Christmas Services                                                                                                    

1st December 10.30 All Age Paddington Themed Toy Service                                   

15th December 6.30 Carol Service at St Mary`s Chapel Arley                           

22nd December 4.00 Carol Service at St Mary`s Great Budworth                        

24th December 4.00 Crib and Christingle Service                                              

11.30 Midnight Communion                                                                       

25th December 8.00 Holy Communion 10.30 Parish Communion 

This Year we are supporting the Children`s Society. They are 
endeavouring to raise £142,000 be the end of the year to fund support 

workers and counsellors for children who need support with their mental 
health. There will be envelopes at the back of church for this  
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Great Budworth School News 

The second half of Autumn term sees us 

planning for our many Christmas activities 

and some exciting fundraising events 

organised by FOTS, our Friends of the 

School. The children had a non-uniform day for Children in Need on 

Friday 15th November, with a cake sale organised by the school council 

& Pudsey pancakes as a treat at breaktime. This raised over £60. 

Our Christmas Fair on 23rd November was a big success and thank you to 

everyone who came along to support us. 

The next Open morning is on Monday 9th December from 9am until 

12noon & has a Christmas theme with some circus skills fun included. If 

you know anyone looking for a nursery or school place, either full time or 

as part of our new Flexi school option for home educators & children who 

struggle in larger schools, then please let them know. At Great Budworth, 

we believe every day is an Open Day, just contact the office to arrange an 

individual visit as well. 

In December, we will be taking part in the Arley Christmas Tree 

challenge. The children have been busy making decorations on a 

‘hedgehogs’ theme as we continue to raise funds for Northwich 

Hedgehog Rescue. We are grateful to Mrs Dianne Green &amp; Mrs Jane 

Robins for their help in making decorations. Please go along to the event 

at Arley Hall & vote for our Tree. 

The children are looking forward to a trip to see the Pantomime at Brio 

Leisure Centre & a performance about the Christmas message by the B 

Tales touring company. 

Our school Christingle service will be on Friday 6th December at 1.30pm 

in church. Come and join us as we celebrate Jesus, Light of the World. 
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The last week of term includes our popular Elf days making crafts and the 

sponsored Elf dash around the field. We’ll also enjoy our Christmas lunch 

and party. 

The Federation of Antrobus St Marks & Great Budworth CofE Primary 

schools Carol Service will be at 6pm on Thursday 19th December 2024 in 

church. Our FOTS will be providing mulled wine & mince pies 

afterwards, all are very welcome. 

Wishing you a very happy & peaceful Christmas from us 

 
 

December 

What to do during December in your garden and greenhouse. 

 

Protect terracotta pots from cracking in freezing weather by bringing 

them indoors or wrapping in bubble polythene 
Rake up accumulated fallen leaves in borders that could be harbouring 
slugs and other pests 

Plant bare-root roses and other deciduous shrubs, plus ornamental trees 
Hang bird feeders near roses to attract hungry birds that will also pick off 

any overwintering pests 
Cut stems of berried winter shrubs, seasonal flowers and evergreen leaves 
for festive decorations and wreaths 

Hard prune overgrown shrubs and hedges while they're dormant 
Prune climbing roses before February 

Finish clearing old crops and debris from the veg plot, but 
only compost healthy material 
Top up bird baths with fresh water every day during frosty weather 

Bring all watering equipment indoors, including hoses and 
sprinklers, so they don't freeze and split 

Stand your Christmas tree in a bucket of water in a 
sheltered spot outdoors until it's time to bring it indoors 
Clear out your shed, and organise and clean your tools 
 

https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/maintain-the-garden/how-do-i-stop-terracotta-pots-cracking/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/maintain-the-garden/how-to-collect-autumn-leaves/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/grow-plants/how-to-plant-a-bare-root-rose2/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/grow-plants/ornamental-trees/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/diy/how-to-make-a-hanging-bird-feeder/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/plants/10-berried-plants-for-birds/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/diy/how-to-make-a-christmas-wreath/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/grow-plants/how-to-winter-prune-trees-and-shrubs/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/plants/tidying-the-garden-in-autumn/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/maintain-the-garden/how-to-make-compost/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/product-guides/nature/best-bird-baths/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/grow-plants/how-to-look-after-your-christmas-tree/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/product-guides/storage/best-garden-sheds/
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Autumn brought beautiful colours to our landscape 

 

We are often asked how to check on planning applications in Marston 

How to view an application  

Go to https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/planning                                

You can search by address, using a map or you can view all applications 
made between two specified dates. 

By registering to our public access system, you can track the progress of a 

live application or receive notifications of new applications within a 
spatial area. Documents for all planning applications (both live and 
determined) within the Cheshire West and Chester Council boundary 

since 1974, and also enforcement and breach of condition notices that 
have been issued since 2001, are available on the website. This comprises 

the ‘planning register’. It includes applications determined by Chester 
City Council, Ellesmere Port and Neston Council, Vale Royal Borough 
Council and Cheshire County Council. 

https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/planning
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CHRISTMAS ANAGRAMS  

All the clues lead to items that are associated with Christmas. 

 

1 CONGRESS LIAR (5,7)  
2 CAN ASSAULT (5,5)  

3 REFRESHED ERUDITE LONDONER (6,3,3,4,8)  
4 DRASTIC CHARMS (9,4)  

5 IN THE GLINTS (6,5)  
6 ENJOY MAD SHARP (4,3,6)  
7 UNREADY CABS (6,5)  

8 GAP PAWN RIPPER (8,5)  
9 I'M A POET MADMEN (9,4)  

10 SMART HERETICS (9,4)  
11 OFF THE SANE PEST (5,2,7)  
12 IN ACTION SLASH (5,8)  

13 VICARS THEMES (9,3)  
14 HONESTY WARMS FONT (6,3,7)  

15 TINY PAY VITAL (8,4)  
16 ROBUST SPURLESS (7,7)  
17 STREAKY ROUT (5,6)  

18 MUDDLING PUP (4,7)  
19 WITH FT LENGTH (7,5)  

20 BE THE HELM (9)  
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Coleman Television 

Limited  

My name is Liv Creasey 
and I work with Coleman 
Television, a production 

company based in 
Ditchingham, Norfolk. 

We are currently working 
on a brand-new project 
with a well-known 

broadcaster, where we 
follow the course of Britain’s Rivers to uncover stories from the past, 

present and future. 
One of the rivers we have decided to work on for this series is the River 
Weaver, so we would love to hear from anybody with any information or 

stories from the course of the river and surrounding villages/areas. 
We are looking for local stories, historical stories, significant landmarks 

(small or large), family stories, heritage history, secret spots that are 
unknown to the mainstream; anything you think is interesting related to 
the location of the River Weaver. This includes the villages and areas 

surrounding the river. 
This is purely for research purposes at this time as we are in the early 

stages of pre-production; so, any information, stories or recommendations 
offered would be greatly appreciated. Reaching out to local pages and 
communities allows us to give local communities a platform to share their 

stories, allowing us to show parts of the rivers/tell the stories that are not 
as well-known as others.  

We are collaborating with our incredible drone operator, Shaun Button, 
on this project who will be heading out to capture the beauty of the river. 
Any information please contact liv.creasey@colemantelevision.com 

[If you would like to check out our previous work, feel free to visit our 
website; www.colemantelevision.com] 

  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/678901795475743/user/100063754802552/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXrBfGkXhgriVF_eFM0YEpnGmAnRA6BR-Igxf7lJR0fWd5ncevKfvYDrhSiS8Acc8hn-AaYGsNCcvpxV9nY7-7rU2WmyyOChn28ndiE80mgSeggaZN5mol5lDvMCzvo2KX5mFX7vdbMowqt50tV2VxyCijQXLlMmOw_RgGkWfirWGZG-YzlRf-VuOtyfNw4d0es2DrPAWIWRMyYtCzM6dxYfvuuTL5BHp3HnbgRpTKMBQ&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/678901795475743/user/100063754802552/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXrBfGkXhgriVF_eFM0YEpnGmAnRA6BR-Igxf7lJR0fWd5ncevKfvYDrhSiS8Acc8hn-AaYGsNCcvpxV9nY7-7rU2WmyyOChn28ndiE80mgSeggaZN5mol5lDvMCzvo2KX5mFX7vdbMowqt50tV2VxyCijQXLlMmOw_RgGkWfirWGZG-YzlRf-VuOtyfNw4d0es2DrPAWIWRMyYtCzM6dxYfvuuTL5BHp3HnbgRpTKMBQ&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R
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The Chair Exercise Class is at 10am on Wednesdays,  
Please join us for fun exercise which can be done by all ages and abilities. 
£5 per class. There will be no classes on 25th Dec or 1st Jan 

 
. Answers. 

1 Carol Singers, 2 Santa Claus,3 Rudolf the Red Nose Reindeer, 4 
Christmas Cards, 5 Silent Night, 6 Mary and Joseph, 7 Brandy Sauce, 8 
Wrapping Paper, 9 Pantomime Dame, 10 Christmas Tree, 11 Feast of 

Stephen, 12 Saint Nicholas, 13 Christmas Eve, 14 Frosty the Snowman, 
15 Nativity Play, 16 Brussel Sprouts, 17 Roast Turkey, 18 Plum Pudding, 

19 Twelfth Night, 20 Bethlehem 
 

 
 
Marston Parish Council cannot be held responsible for any errors, misprints or 
opinions stated in this publication. The views expressed by the contributors are 
their own and not necessarily the views of the editor . 
Your Contributions and ideas are welcomed! Please send to the editor or any 

one of the councillors or even give us a ring. 
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Useful Contacts. 

Parish Councillors 
Marion 
Potts 

CHAIR 
07842894733 

 
marion.potts@ marstonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Amanda 
Nixon 

VICE CHAIR 
07786135375 

 
amanda.nixon@ marstonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 
Phil Carter 

 
07879843900 

 
phil.carter@ marstonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Dave 
Collier 

 
07901810558 

 
dave.collier@ marstonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Angela 
Johnson 

 
07729910045 

 
angela.johnson@marstonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Simon  
Tate 

 
07714801316 

 
simon.tate@marstonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Helen 
Duncan 

 
07825910445 

 
helen.duncan@marstonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Gary 
Hedges 

CLERK info@marstonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
clerk@marstonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

Marbury Ward Councillors 

 
Lynn Gibbon 

 
07581226814 

lynn.gibbon@cheshirewestand 
chester.gov.uk 

 
Norman Wright 

 
01606 74788 

norman.wright@cheshirewestand 
chester.gov.uk 

 
Phil Marshall 

 
07917171438 

phil.marshall@cheshirewestand  
cheshire.gov.uk 

 
The Church Hall on Ollershaw Lane is a great place for parties, band 

practice or events and activities. To hire contact Angie or Angela. Hall 
costs just £10 per hour to hire. 

 

Angie Kemmett 07977920445 

Angela Johnson 07729910045 
  

mailto:lynn.gibbon@cheshirewestand%20chester
mailto:lynn.gibbon@cheshirewestand%20chester
mailto:norman.wright@cheshirewestand%20chester
mailto:norman.wright@cheshirewestand%20chester
mailto:phil.marshall@cheshirewestand

