
 
 

 
 
Minutes of Marston Annual Parish meeting held on 13th May 2026 
 

 
The meeting opened at 18.30 
 
Present: 
Parish Councillors; Chair M Potts (MP), Vice Chair Amanda Nixon (AN), Phil Carter 
(PhC), Simon Tate (SN), David Wallace (DW) 
Ward Councillors; Lynn Gibbon (LG), 
 
Minutes Taken by; Yvonne Hinkson (Clerk) 
 
1. Welcome & Introductions from the Chair 

Cllr MP welcomed everyone to the annual parish meeting, Josiah Klemperer was 
present 

2. Apologies for Absence  
Phil Marshall (PM), Norman Wright (NW) 

3. Confirmation of AGM minutes from previous year 14/05/2025 
Minutes were agreed and signed by MP 

4. Chairs Review of the Year 25/26 – MP gave the following speech: 
                

Firstly, I would like to thank the Council for their continued dedication over the past 

year. 

It has been a busy year with new Councillors Graham, David and Clerk Yvonne 

joining us and the sad departures of Graham, Helen and Clerk Jane. But, with every 

change comes new opportunities and fresh perspectives and we look forward to 

welcoming new Councillors in the future. 

It has, as always, been a busy and challenging year for Marston Parish Council. We 

have achieved many of our objectives and goals and continued to liaise and work 

with other agencies within the area. 

In our drive to promote community involvement and village engagement, we have 

continued to open the hall to all on Tuesday mornings for the weekly coffee morning, 

providing hot drinks and toasted treats along with conversation and a quiz to keep 

our minds sharp. The coffee morning also hosted the MacMillian Coffee morning and 

Christmas Party.  The chair exercise class has proved an excellent way to keep and 

improve our physical health and well-being. Trainer Josh bringing enthusiasm and 

humour to each class. We commemorated VE day 80th Anniversary with a service, 

refreshments and entertainment from the Misfits, as well as our annual service of 

Remembrance, this year lead by Rev. David Grey, to whom we offer our thanks, 

after he stepped in at short notice and brought a fresh prospective to our service. 

Spring and Autumn Litter picks removed countless bags of litter from our streets and 

green areas, thank you to all who took part. 



Councillor Simon organised informative and excellent First Aid and Emergency 

Treatment training, which we hope may help to save lives in the future. 

We have produced Marston Murmurs through out the year and delivered to each 

property in the Marston Village, thank you to all who help to deliver and contribute to 

the issues. Facebook continues to gain followers and engagement; we have also 

moved to Instagram to reach a wider audience. 

Marbury Ward Councillors have continued to support and provide information on 

wider issues, ensuring we are kept up to date on recent developments. Their support 

is invaluable and we thank them for their dedication to their work. 

Charity donations were made to MacMillian and the Car Park rent was donated to St 

Lukes Hospice. 

Improvements to the village include the planter on the triangle at Marston Lane cross 

roads, hall decoration and new fencing, signs and traffic calming measures on the 

Higher Marston Playground. 

Our community support has included responding to telephone requests, email 

inquiries and face to face meetings with residents.  Not all issues can be resolved 

but we do our best to facilitate satisfactory results where possible.  We have 

submitted requests for works to Cheshire West and Chester Council and responded 

where necessary to planning applications. 

We have had good relations with the local police, in particular with PCSO Dianna 

Wiggins and her colleague PCSO Michelle, who have attended the coffee morning 

when possible and hosted a knife surrender session here at the hall.  We were sad 

to see them go under the restructure but are looking forward to meeting and working 

with the new PCSO for the area Simon Donnelly. 

The Devolution plans for the area, Winnington solar development and possible pipe 

line installations are being monitored and commented on where required. These may 

possibly have an effect on the local area. 

Pickmere continues to attract considerable numbers of visitors on nice days and the 

area is monitored and advice and support given where possible. ‘Gatley’s Field’ on 

the Marston side of the mere continues to be used as a rubbish dump and with the 

approach of summer, is in danger of grass fires from BBQ’s, bonfires, discarded litter 

and other items. On a smaller scale, Budworth Mere also has its share of litter and 

other anti-social activities and we thank the Councillors and residents that help to 

alleviate this problem. 

As I close this year as Chair to the Council, I hope the next twelve months to be 

productive, harmonious and our goals achieved. 

 

 
5. Election of Chair  

AN asked Cllr MP to vacate the Chair position and took the chair temporarily in 
order to ask for nominations. Nominations were asked for the chair position. PhC 
nominated MP, and was seconded by DW. All cllrs voted unanimously for cllr MP 
to retake the chair and she accepted.   
 



6. Election of Vice Chair  
MP asked Cllr AN to vacate the Vice Chair position. Nominations were asked for 
the Vice Chair position. PhC nominated AN, and was seconded by DW. All cllrs 
voted unanimously for cllr AN to retake the chair and she accepted.  

7. Agreement of Standing Orders 
Standing Orders had been emailed to all Cllrs for their perusal. YH had amended 
4.5.3 & 4.5.5 in line with current banking practice. All in agreement and Standing 
Orders signed off by all Cllrs. 

8. Finance  
YH emailed a summary of the year’s income and expenditure along with all 
documentation supplied to the Accountant for the AGAR return to all Cllrs for their 
perusal. Notice of Public Rights and Publication of AGAR (dates 3rd June to 14th 
July 2026 agreed, and will be uploaded to website/notice boards) 
 
Current account receipts £24827 – includes precept £14500, hall hire £3290, 
VAT refund £3332, grant from Member’s Budget @ CWAC towards triangle 
planter £500. 
Current account payments £19880 – includes clerks’ salary & expenses £4473, 

Triangle Planter £706, Murmurs print £2156 

Starting Bal 01/04/2025   £5089.16 
Closing Bal 31/03/2026   £9720.12   

Business Reserve Account interest £316 

Starting Bal 01/04/2025 £14072.60 
Closing Bal 31/03/2026  £14388.92 

Last year’s budget projected reserves at year end £21007 actual reserves at year 

end £24109. This year’s budget reviewed, reserves are at this level due to 

necessary works to rebuild the hall store room. Quotes are approvimately £22k 

so additional funding will be required possibly through grants. 

9.   Any other Business 
      No further business  
  

  

 
 
Meeting Closed 18:58 
 
 


